
It’s great when one of the
communities we serve is recognized in a
very positive way. In the February 2006
issue of Cooperative Partners, a
magazine published by CHS and Land
O’Lakes, Mullen is featured in the
article entitled “Launching a Lifeline.” 

It focuses on Mullen’s efforts to
remain a viable small community. How?
By forming a
community
foundation that has
raised thousands of
dollars earmarked
to assist new and
existing businesses
and to support
community
projects. More than
just money, the
article points out
that the people and
businesses of
Mullen have the
spirit and will to
make positive
things happen.

Farmers
Ranchers Co-op is
proud to be a vital
part of that community. In fact, the story
includes a photograph of Mullen location
manager Bonnie Hilderhoff talking to a
customer. 

II nnvveess tt ii nngg   ii nn   yyoouu tthh
One of the goals of the Mullen

community foundation is to retain more
of its young people. At Farmers
Ranchers, we share that goal with all of
the communities we serve. In fact, we

define our mission as
the growth and
success of individuals
in our region—
especially those with
connections to the
agriculture industry. 

In order for our
Sandhills region to
prosper long term,
there must be new
generations of young
people encouraged to
consider ag-related
professions. We also
understand that it
takes a healthy
community to attract
and retain these
young people.

That’s why each
year we continue to contribute to causes
and organizations, whether it’s in
Mullen, Valentine, Springview, Bassett,
or Ainsworth. To best meet our mission,
we give highest priority to the following,
listed in order of preference:

Main Office . . . . . . . . . . . . .402-387-2811
Propane Office  . . . . . . . . . .402-387-1220
Technology Center . . . . . . . .402-387-1221
Mr. Tire — Ainsworth  . . . . .402-387-2533
Toll-Free  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-233-6627
Fertilizer Plant  . . . . . . . . . .402-387-2323
Feed Mill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .402-387-2810
Mr. Tire — Mullen  . . . . . . . .308-546-2281
Mr. Tire — Valentine  . . . . . .402-376-2060
Farm Supply — Valentine  . .402-376-3045
Toll-Free  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .866-376-3045
Keya Paha Division . . . . . . .402-497-2020
Bassett — Fuels  . . . . . . . . . .402-684-2811

FF AA RR MM EE RR SS RR AA NN CC HH EE RR SS CC OO -- OO PP

““BBRRIINNGGIINNGG  IINNNNOOVVAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  SSUUCCCCEESSSS  TTOO  TTHHEE  SSAANNDDHHIILLLLSS””

AAPPRRII LL 22000066  ••   PPUUBBLL IISSHHEEDD BB YY FFAARRMMEERRSS RRAANNCCHHEERRSS CCOOOOPPEERRAATTIIVVEE,,   AAIINNSSWWOORRTTHH,,   NNEEBBRRAASSKKAA 669922 11 00

TT RR AA II LL HH EE AA DDTT RR AA II LL HH EE AA DD

II NN SS II DD EE
LEAD the Way .................................Page 2

Agronomy Headquarters .................Page 3

Calving Time Again .........................Page 3

Profile on Your Director...................Page 4

PP ROUDROUD TOTO BB EE YY OUROUR PP ARAR TNERTNER

www.farmersrancherscoop.com

MMMM AA NN AA GG EE RRAA NN AA GG EE RR ’’’’ SSSS MMMM OO MM EE NN TTOO MM EE NN TT

bbyy   KKee ii tt hh   EErr ii cckk ssoonn

PPrree ss ii ddeenn tt   &&  CCEEOO

Continued on Page 2



PPAGEAGE 2      2      Published by VistaComm™. ©2006 Farmers Ranchers Cooperative. All Rights Reserved.

LL EARNINGEARNING TOTO LEADLEAD
Take the down-home personal service provided by

Farmers Ranchers Co-op, add valuable agricultural
experiences from the state, national, and international levels,
and you get a pretty powerful mix. That’s what one of your
cooperative employees is bringing to
the table these days.

Kent Taylor, our energy marketing
director, is in his first full year as a
participant in LEAD (Leadership
Education/Action Development). The
mission of this two-year program is
“to prepare and motivate men and
women in agriculture for more
effective leadership.”

In its 25th year, the LEAD
program provides participants with a
variety of opportunities, including 12
in-state study seminars in everything
from leadership assessment to
agricultural policy, financing, and
marketing. In addition, Kent just
returned from a 10-day national seminar, which included
sessions in Kansas City, Washington, D.C., and Chicago. He
met with government leaders, including the Nebraska

congressional delegation and the Secretary of Agriculture. This
year, the group of 30 will make an international trip.

Kent says LEAD has been a life-changing experience. “It
brings a world view to your small-town outlook,” he adds. “It

has helped me realize how other
regions of the state, nation, and world
impact agriculture here at home.” For
example, he notes, when China is
burning more fuel it affects us, and
policies set at the national level can
have a huge impact.

According to Farmers Ranchers
president Keith Erickson, Kent’s
involvement in LEAD is a real
positive for the co-op. “Kent is
developing a broader view of issues
affecting agriculture and Nebraska ag
policies. This experience puts him in
contact with people in leadership
positions at the state and federal level,
developing contacts with future

Nebraska ag leaders. With these skills, he is a much more
valuable employee to both Farmers Ranchers Co-op and our
Nebraska Sandhills members.” ■

PP ROUDROUD TOTO BB EE YY OUROUR PP ARAR TNERTNER

• Youth-based agriculture organizations
• Safety-related organizations
• Local agriculture groups and boards
• Other youth and school organizations

PPuutt tt ii nngg  wwoorrddss   ii nn ttoo  aacc tt iioonnss
Your cooperative began its fiscal year by giving $2,100 in

cash donations to regional 4-H organizations, FFA® chapters,
fire departments, and fair boards. In addition, we will give
cash donations totaling approximately $2,500 at our various
locations for everything from youth baseball to rodeo clubs.
This year, we will also award three $1,000 “Future of
Agriculture” scholarships to high school seniors in our region

planning to pursue careers in agriculture.
Farmers Ranchers stretched a hand beyond our Nebraska

community as well, contributing to the local Hurricane Relief
Fund, buying bottled water for our unfortunate neighbors in
the Gulf region.

It doesn’t end there. Our employees add a human touch.
Many of them serve as firefighters or EMTs, or even haul
water to fires with trucks from our fleet.

Your cooperative is more than a business. We believe
strongly in being your partner—whether it’s helping your
business be more profitable or making your community a
better place to live. Thanks for joining us in building stronger
communities and a better future for this and the next
generation. ■

Continued from Page 1
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Thank you to all of the members who

came out Saturday evening, March 4, for
the Farmers Ranchers Co-op Annual
Meeting. We had an excellent crowd join
us in a meal, participate in the meeting,

vote for directors, and enjoy the
evening’s entertainment. Approximately
340 members attended. Directors elected
were Steve Bartak of Long Pine and
Jim Ferguson of Springview. ■
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Whether applying crop nutrients,
crop protection, or finding just the right
seed for your acres, Farmers Ranchers
Co-op Agronomy Center is ready for
the challenge. We’re proud of our
diverse and extensive lineup of seed.
You’ll find everything from corn to
soybeans, alfalfa to summer annuals,
like sorghum and sorghum sudan
grasses, and millet. 

We don’t limit ourselves to one
supplier. Whether it’s crop protection
products or seeds, our affiliation with
various suppliers, including Syngenta,
Monsanto,™ NK,® and Croplan,® enables
us to look at different genetic packages
and supporting products when
determining what works best for your
farm or ranch. 

We go the extra mile to provide the
service you demand. We can work with
you or your crop consultant to make
wise choices. And you can count on
Farmers Ranchers to apply that fertilizer
or crop protection product when and

where it’s needed. 

CCoonnvvee rr tt ii nngg  rrooww  cc rroopp  aacc rr ee ss??
Some customers are showing interest

in converting irrigated row crop acres
into alfalfa or grasses. There can be
economic benefits to the move—
especially if the ground is not best
suited for row crop production.
Considering the high crop input costs
and the importance of cattle to our local
economy, it could be a smart transition. 

Realize, however, that to make a
successful move into irrigated grass
production, you must manage those grass
acres wisely. In order to get maximum
return, you will need to invest in good
quality seed and maintain fertility.
Farmers Ranchers can help. We’re ready
to assist you in identifying your best grass
options, collecting soil samples, and
determining the ground’s fertility needs.
If this sounds like something that might
work for you, stop in. We’ll be happy to
talk over the possibilities.

NNeeww  hhee rrbb ii cc iiddee   ffoo rr   ppaass ttuu rr ee ss
Milestone™ is a new herbicide

focused on range and pasture ground.
Using a new chemistry for broad leaf
control, Milestone has season-long
residual control and an excellent
environmental profile. It has very low
toxicity to wildlife, with no grazing
restrictions. Give us a call or stop in for
more information on how this new
product might benefit your weed control
this coming season. ■
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It’s great to have a one-stop location for those animal
health products you need to carry you through calving right
into the branding season. That one stop happens to be any of
your Farmers Ranchers Co-op locations in Ainsworth,
Springview, and Valentine. 

VVaacccc ii nneess   aanndd  ssuupppp ll ii ee ss
Here’s a sample of the excellent products we have available.

Alpha-7™ is a one-dose vaccine given at birth that covers all seven
clostridium strains until weaning. Other calving products include
colostrum, electrolytes, and Sustain III® antibacterial calf bolus.

With branding time
drawing closer, watch for
specials on supplies and
vaccines, including 
Bovi-Shield® GOLD,™
Express® 5, and
CattleMaster® GOLD.™
Come to Farmers
Ranchers for a variety of
seven-way black leg shots
and implants. And don’t
forget DECTOMAX®

injectible, which gives a

40 to 1 return on your
investment in parasite
control.

MMiinnee rraa ll ss   ddoo  tthhee   jjoobb
Keeping your cows in condition through this season is

essential. Farmers Ranchers carries our own line of Triangle
12, in addition to 8-16 minerals and our number 8 grass
tetany mineral. 

We’ve also been pleased with the Kay Dee™
supplements. For example, CLR (calving, lactating and
rebreeding) is an excellent product to use this time of year to
get those cows in prime condition for rebreeding. We also
recommend the Kay Dee 12 and 8.2 minerals. To help you
stock up, Farmers Ranchers is offering a “buy 10, get 2 free”
offer on Kay Dee mineral. To book product, stop in at
Ainsworth, Valentine, or Springview, or talk to our feed
specialists.

FFeennccee   ‘‘ eemm  ii nn
As you prepare to get those fences and pens ready for another

season, don’t forget we have all of the wood and steel posts
you’ll need, as well as ample supplies of barbwire and gates. ■
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MM AKINGAK ING I TI T WW ORKORK
When Ron Heerten’s oldest son, Zach, tasted a snow cone for the

first time, he had an idea. Why not start his own snow cone business?
Hours of research and hard work later, Zach started Sandhills Snow.
The 16-year-old and his father have converted a camper into a
concession trailer, and Zach is busy lining up his schedule for his third
year in business—taking his cold treats to places like the Rock County
Fair, Wind Turbine Days in Springview, and the Hay Expo in Bassett.

That kind of entrepreneurship seems to run in the family.
As one of the three partners in Tri R Farms, Inc., Ron and his
brothers Rod and Russ have a cattle and crop business 12
miles west of Springview. Headquartered on the home place
where their parents, Art and Lila, live, Ron and Rod are
actively involved in the operation, while Russ owns his own
trucking business on the side. The three aren’t afraid to be
flexible and make changes as the numbers dictate.

“We started more with a cash grain center pivot irrigation
operation and got into cows as a way to diversify,” explains Ron.
“That part of the business has grown substantially as a way to add

value to our crops.”
Other changes include
moving their calving
back to begin in mid-
May. “There’s a lot less
stress on the calves and
you can do so much
more with much less
work,” says Ron.

They have

ventured into an
irrigated grass
program, planting a
combination of cool
season grasses and
alfalfa used for
summer grazing.
According to Ron, it’s been an economical way to increase the
cow herd and keep the cattle closer, adding, “We’ve expanded
the irrigated grass acres because it works.”

The challenge to find what works extends beyond his
farming business. He and his wife, Sandra, continue the
family’s 4-H tradition. It’s a program, he says, where the
couple’s four children, including Zach, Patrick, 14, Emily, 11,
and Moriah, 9, can learn valuable lessons. 

He also serves as a director on the Farmers Ranchers 
Co-op board. Ron brings a unique perspective to the job,
having managed the former Keya Paha Co-op in Springview
from 1984 to 1988. “I can empathize with management,”
remarks Ron. “It’s always a challenge to deliver the services
people want at competitive prices.”

He believes Farmers Ranchers is customer-focused and that
the management and directors have done a great job keeping
up equipment and facilities. It’s that commitment to the future
of the area’s farmers and ranchers that inspired him to get
involved. “As owners, we all need to take our turn,” he
explains. “You’ve got to give back to your cooperative and,
hopefully, make a positive contribution.” ■

There’s no better place than our Web site to find out what specials
Farmers Ranchers is offering in everything from tires to appliances.
It’s quick and easy. Go to wwwwww..ffaarrmmeerrssrraanncchheerrssccoooopp..ccoomm. ■

It’s On
the Web! Check it out today! 

YOUR DIRECTORS
Steve Bartak, Long Pine 402-387-1858
Frank Beel, Johnstown 402-722-4449
Steve Bejot, Ainsworth 402-987-0507
Jim Ferguson, Springview 402-497-2122
Ron Heerten, Springview 402-497-3456
Brian Williams, Johnstown 402-722-4219
ASSOCIATE MEMBER
Aaron Jackman, Johnstown 402-722-4424
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